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Response to reading on what is a citizen?
This reading delves into the discussion of the citizenry and what it entails. In this reading, various critical thinkers are referred to by the author to expound on the various dynamics of Canadian citizenship. The reading makes us aware of what rights and obligations citizenry accords us, the obligations that come with the citizenry, and the various types of citizenship. The reading expounds on what each type of citizenship entails and circumstances under which one can achieve it. 
The reading quotes Aristotle to define what being a citizen of a country means. Aristotle is quoted as likening citizenship to an "indefinite office. " Aristotle notes that a citizen of any country bears the office of citizenry indefinitely. The powers and privileges of being a citizen cannot be alienated from a person. Aristotle argued that it was ironic for a state to deny its citizens absolute power despite states fundamentally exiting to benefit citizens. I found this comparison of citizenship to an office particularly interesting. Although, I couldn't help wonder aren't actions such as betraying a country and selling its secrets form a legal basis for taking away a person's citizenship? Also, do people who voluntarily give up their citizenship still maintain their "indefinite office" status? Also, the reading informs the readers of the "flip side" of citizenship.  Despite citizenship being an autonomous status, it comes with obligations and responsibilities with unalienable rights and privileges. Every citizen is obligated to pay taxes, obey the country's law and regulations and serve mandatory military service. I found some of these citizenry obligations and requirements are absurd and physically demanding, and they left me wondering, is citizenship a government proxy to exploit citizens?
The reading further sheds light on the various forms of citizenship that are common in the world. Among these is national citizenship. Wallerstein is quoted to explain this type of citizenship. Under this form of citizenship, the reading examines the intricate relationship between citizenship and nationalism. The reading also notes the relationship between citizenship and nationalism in creating a modern capitalistic "republican" state. In this reading, the author also explores what nationality means for different countries and regions of the world, making an example of Europe and China. Reading this chapter, I couldn't help wonder how effective a community organized by the state would effectively address the problems people grapple with, both socially and economically. 
In this reading, social citizenship is also explained. The author notes that the most critical aspect that led to social citizenship was the need to insulate society against poverty that hindered people from achieving the Under this citizenship, the author notes that all poor and rich people had equal rights; the author argues that the concept of equality between the rich and poor did not entail treating the poor as rich but rather treating the rich as poor. Essentially, social citizenship involves creating a uniform system of education, healthcare, and social services; it seems to propagate ideologies of socialism. I find this citizenry concept impractical; the economic differences in society are not a result of policy and perception but rather economic and social disparity. Also, the practicability of the suggestion that the government should give everyone a flat-rate income is questionable.
The reading also explains an interesting form of citizenship referred to as Neoliberal citizenship, based on the globalization of economic ventures and capitalism. In this contemporary form of citizenship, the state deviates its attention from developing transport and communication infrastructure, social services. It focuses on creating a society where everyone is free to chase their capitalistic goals. Reading about this new type of citizenship raises a critical question: to what extent does neoliberal citizenry pose a threat to other forms of citizenship.
